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STORM

The first thunder mutters
far out at the edges
of the sky

grows into the rumble
of a train crossing
the landscape

before it cracks
like a rifle shot breaking
the blackness apart.
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EARTHQUAKE

The Earth shifts
plates jostling
spine stretching
shoulders grinding
fissures gaping
quakes tearing
open wounds

in people's lives --
Christchurch's spire lies

in the streets
toppled.



